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County-Wide Survey

Nearly 1,300 Jeffco residents 
participated

● Are people thinking about this gap 
in housing in their own 
communities?

● Where are there opportunities to 
educate and build support? 

● What messaging resonates? 
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Jeffco Residents 
Recognize the 

Problem
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Availability of 
rental and 
ownership in their 
community is 
problematic 

More of a problem 
for recent college 
grads or young 
people moving out 
on their own 

More of a problem for 
teachers, retail workers, 
firefighters, etc. 

78%

63%

53%



Some Are More Enthusiastic About Solutions

● 18 to 34 years of age
● Lived in Jeffco less than 10 years 

(most of them less than 5 years)
● Household incomes < $100K 
● Nearly 50% are currently renting

● 41% say growth is too slow
● 70% say local government should 

do more to help build housing 
● 58% support increased density
● 46% want to prioritize affordable 

housing; 33% prioritize workforce 
housing

Most Impacted By The
Housing Crisis

Young Adults Want To Do
Something About It
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Young Adults 
Aspire To

Homeownership 
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Of survey 
respondents 
between 18 and 
34 are renting 

Want to own a 
home in the
next 5 years

50%

73%



How To Talk About Housing



 Young adults stepping out on their own
🏠 Single person households
🔑 First-time homebuyers
💼 Minimum wage earners
 Single parents and caregivers
 Families outgrowing their space
👴👵 Older adults looking to downsize
 Multi-generational households

🚫 Terms like “missing middle” and 
“workforce” housing don’t resonate
🚫 There’s less empathy for “essential 
workers” and more for “young adults” 
and “older adults” 
🚫 People don’t understand AMI as it 
relates to housing targets 
🚫 All data needs context and 
narrative / storytelling 

Do Describe Beneficiaries 
+ Their Stories

Don’t Get Lost In
The Data + Jargon 
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Many Residents Are Cost Burdened 

Jeffco Public Schools educator with a 
master’s degree

● Maximum starting salary = $69,000
● Monthly gross income = $5,750
● 30% = $1,725 maximum to spend on 

housing
● An “affordable” condo priced at 

$350,000 will cost $2,762/month
(with HOA fees)

● This leaves a $1,000/mo gap
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1970 condo | 2b, 2b | $350K | $2,509/mo



Resources

jeffcoadvocacynetwork.org



Full Survey / Polling Results

Colorado Housing and Land Use Opinion Survey
Magellan Strategies, September 2023

Jefferson County and Municipalities Housing Opinion Survey
Magellan Strategies, November 2023
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